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Fact Sheet WHO/322

June 2007

ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELDS AND PUBLIC HEALTH

Exposure to extremely low frequency fields

The use of electricity has become an integral part of everyday life. Whenever electricity flows, both
electric and magnetic fields exist close to the lines that carry electricity, and close to appliances.
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Frequently asked questions
ential health effects of exposure to electromagnetic

fields (EMF)
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mobile phones
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Key facts

Mobile phone use is ubiquitous with an estimated 6.9 billion
subscriptions globally.
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Home / Health topics / Electromagnetic fields

Electromagnetic fields

Overview WHO Response

Electromagnetic fields (EMF) of all frequencies represent one of the most common and fastest growing environmental —

influences, about which anxiety and speculation are spreading. All populations are now exposed to varying degrees of Questions and answers &,
EMF, and the levels will continue to increase as technology advances. Electromagnetic radiation has been around since -
the birth of the universe; light is its most familiar form. Electric and magnetic fields are part of the spectrum of Databases and tools (+)
electromagnetic radiation which extends from static electric and magnetic fields, through radiofrequency and infrared i
radiation, to X-rays. Initiatives and groups (+)
Technical work (+)

https:/www.who.int/health-
topics/electromagnetic-fields
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